NIH Security Advisory #10 - October 1, 2001
This is an update of NIH security measures as of Monday, October 1, 2001.  Additional advisories will be published as information becomes available or as changes are made.  Decisions about NIH Security are made in consultation with the NIH Director and HHS.  
Campus Access 
No change in procedures for entering or exiting the campus.

The Natcher parking garage will open at 5:45 a.m. (instead of 5:00 a.m.).  All vehicles entering the garage will need to display a valid NIH parking permit and will be inspected and all employees must display an NIH ID.  See September 21 Security Advisory #8 for details: Office of Research Services - Security Information.

Building Access 

NIH employees should be cautious and refrain from discussing NIH security procedures with strangers and others outside of NIH. 

Employees should continue to wear and openly display their photo IDs at all times.  Misuse of ID cards and campus or building passes is a violation of Section 499 and 701, Title 18., U.S. Code. All Institute and Center Directors should encourage and enforce the prominent display of IDs by their staffs.  

Vendors and contractors with frequent business at NIH can be issued special IDs.  They should apply in person at the Parking Office in Building 31C, B3 level, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  They must provide an original letter/memo from their company or their NIH Project Officer verifying their need for an ID.

NIH is managing and coordinating security for all facilities occupied by NIH staff.  Security procedures have been implemented systematically and also on a case by case basis depending on the perceived risk of each building and by what we are allowed to do (such as in multi-tenant facilities).  

Conference Facilities and Activities

The NIH Research Festival will be held as scheduled this week.  Special security procedures and precautions are in place, particularly for events involving non-NIH employees such as the job fair for postdoctoral fellows and the commercial vendor exhibit.  Since the commercial vendor exhibit will be held in parking lot 10D, all employees are encouraged to conserve parking spaces by using alternative transportation such as Metro, carpools, bicycles etc.  

Other Important Information

A TTY phone line is available for hearing impaired individuals: 301-435-1908.

For emergencies in campus or off-campus facilities, dial 911.  For non-emergency questions or comments, call the ORS Information Line: 594-6677.

Most Federal agencies are operating under security levels in place for all GSA facilities.  NIH is following the GSA security recommendations.

NIH employees should be cautious when handling packages or suspicious pieces of mail.  Review ORS Public Safety News advisory about identifying and dealing with suspicious letters or packages: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/dps/psn/psn99-17.htm.

