This is an update of NIH security measures as of Wednesday, October 10,

2001. Additional advisories will be published as information becomes

available or as changes are made.  Decisions about NIH Security are made

in consultation with the NIH Director and HHS.

Consistent with directions from the U.S. Executive Branch, NIH is

increasing the security level and taking additional precautions to guard

NIH staff, patients, visitors and property.  NIH expects to be operating

at this level or higher for the foreseeable future

Campus Access

Beginning Thursday, October 11, all public buses will no longer be

circulating through the Bethesda campus.  Metrobus, Ride-on, MD MTA (Beat

the Beltway Blues), Dillon, etc. will now stop and discharge NIH

passengers only at the Medical Center Metro station at Rockville Pike and

South Drive.

The NIH Campus Shuttle will continue to stop and pick up passengers at the

Medical Center Metro Station with approximately 10 minute between

shuttles.  The campus shuttle service runs from 6:30 a.m. to 6:40 p.m.

Two other routes, the Federal Building Shuttle and Rockledge Shuttle also

stop at the Medical Center Metro Station and may be used as an alternative

shuttle from the Metro stop to transfer points on the campus shuttle

routes.  For more information about NIH Shuttle routes and schedules,

visit the web site at:

http://des.od.nih.gov/eweb/NIHShuttle/scripts/shuttle_map_live.asp

Parking on campus is becoming limited because of the heightened security

measures.  If it becomes necessary to again increase the level of

security, the number available parking spaces could be further reduced.

With this in mind, all employees are encouraged to conserve parking spaces

and consider using the Mid-Pike Plaza satellite lot and Campus Shuttle or

alternative transportation such as Metro, carpools, bicycles etc.

Information on alternative transportation is available at:

http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/nih.htm#trans or on the NIH Bicycle Commuter web

site: http://www.recgov.org/r&w/nihbike/bike.html

Employees will need to show their picture ID and display a valid NIH

parking pass when entering the campus access points. Please have your NIH

ID ready to show in order to speed the process of entry into the campus.

Employee vehicles are subject to random inspections.

Building Access

Employees must continue to wear and openly display their photo IDs and may

be asked to show a second form of picture identification when entering

buildings.  You should also be prepared to pass through a metal detector

and have bags, backpacks or purses inspected or x-rayed as you enter the

buildings.  This procedure could vary depending on the building and the

existing circumstances.

Visitor's may be required to log in and out at the entrances of some

buildings where security guards are posted.  Employees may be required and

should be prepared to meet and escort visitors in their buildings.

The main entrance doors to Building 1 will be locked beginning Thursday,

October 11.  All staff and visitors will have to enter and exit through

the north entrance, adjacent to the visitors parking lot.

Conference Facilities , Group Activities, Special Events

NIH now has an established rule-based policy and operating principles for

use of NIH facilities for group functions, activities and special events.

The policy addresses use of facilities by various groups depending on the

Alert Level in place, ranging from Level 1 through Level 4.  We expect to

be operating at a minimum at Level 3 or higher for the foreseeable future.

 More detailed information on the policy and operating procedures will be

available shortly on the ORS Information Line web site:

http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/index.htm or from your IC's Executive

Office.

Other Important Information

Employees should refrain from bringing suspicious or potentially dangerous

materials on campus.  U.S. Code 18.9.30 prohibits bringing dangerous

weapons onto Federal property, including any knife with a blade longer

than 2 1/2 inches.  The NIH Police will be required to confiscate any item

considered a dangerous weapon.

A TTY phone line is available for hearing impaired individuals:

301-435-1908.

For emergencies on campus dial 911; for off-campus facilities, dial 9 for

an outside line, then  911.   For non-emergency questions or comments,

call the ORS Information Line: 594-6677.

NIH employees should be cautious when handling packages or suspicious

pieces of mail.  Review ORS Public Safety News advisory about identifying

and dealing with suspicious letters or packages:

http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/dps/psn/psn99-17.htm.

