NIH Security Advisory #13 - October 15, 2001
This is an update of NIH security measures as of Monday, October 15, 2001.  Additional advisories will be published as information becomes available or as changes are made.  Decisions about NIH Security are made in consultation with the NIH Director and HHS.  
Campus Access
Adjustments are being made to the NIH Shuttle service.   Off-campus shuttles will now drop off and pick up passengers at the NIH/Medical Center Metro stop where they can transfer to and from the Campus Shuttle.  On and off campus shuttle schedules are being evaluated and adjustments are being made to make the system more convenient and efficient under the current situation.  These adjustments will be posted shortly to the web-based shuttle schedule and to the ORS Information Line web site.  We appreciate your patience while the adjustments are being implemented.    

All vehicles entering the MLP7 garage adjacent to Lister Hill/Building 38A will be inspected beginning Tuesday, October 14 at 6:00 a.m.  The inspection area will be located on the top deck of the garage.  Employees will need to display a valid NIH photo ID and a valid NIH parking permit.  MLP7 parking will be available for employee parking 24 hours a day.
Building Access 

For all campus buildings where security guards are posted, automatic access control doors will now open at 6:30 a.m. instead of 6:00a.m.  Card access will be required to enter those buildings after 6 p.m. and prior to 6:30 a.m.  All other buildings are locked and require card keys to access 24 hours a day.   

Employees must continue to wear and openly display their photo IDs and may be asked to show a second form of picture identification when entering buildings.  You should also be prepared to pass through a metal detector and have bags, backpacks or purses inspected or x-rayed as you enter the buildings.  This procedure could vary depending on the building and the existing circumstances.

In all buildings, certain exits are designated as "emergency exits" and, as such, are always available as a safe means of egress during emergency situations.  While these "exits" may be locked on the outside to keep people from entering, they are designed to always open from the inside to allow safe exiting in emergencies.  Because of the present security concerns, some of these exit doors may be labeled for use during emergencies; this is to prevent unauthorized entry or blocking the doors open.  These doors are still fully functional and can always be used as a safe exit from the building's interior.
Conference Facilities , Group Activities, Special Events  
NIH now has an established rule-based policy and operating principles for use of NIH facilities for group functions, activities and special events.  The policy addresses use of facilities by various groups depending on the Alert Level in place, ranging from Level 1 through Level 4.  Event sponsors should refer to Conditions for Access and Use of NIH Facilties (http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/accesstonihfacilities11009.doc) for guidance before planning or scheduling NIH group functions and activities.  Event sponsors should submit requests through NIH Events Management/Conference Services.  If  further review is required, NIH Events Management Staff will forward to the ORS Deputy Director's Office for approval.  We expect to be operating at a minimum at Level 3 or higher for the foreseeable future.
Other Important Information

The ORS Mail Services staff are x-raying and screening all envelopes and packages prior to placing them in the NIH mail stream for distribution.  However, since x-raying cannot detect all potentially harmful contents, employees should be vigilant about suspicious mail and packages.  Information from the FBI on how to identify and what to do if you receive a suspicious package is available at: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/fbiadvisory.pdf and through the ORS Public Safety News advisory: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/dps/psn/psn99-17.htm. This information is also posted on the ORS Information Line web site.

A TTY phone line is available for hearing impaired individuals: 301-435-1908.

For emergencies on campus dial 911; for off-campus facilities, dial 9 for an outside line, then  911.   For non-emergency questions or comments, call the ORS Information Line: 594-6677.

