 NIH Security Advisory #18

November 15, 2001
This is an update of NIH security measures as of Thursday, November 15, 2001.  Additional advisories will be published as information becomes available or as changes are made.  Decisions about NIH Security are made in consultation with the NIH Director and HHS.  
Campus Access
To accommodate the construction of the new NIH Firehouse on the northwest quadrant of the campus, a new traffic pattern  will be implemented at the Old Georgetown Road and Center Drive entrance.   The new pattern will be implemented in two phases.  The first phase which involves relocating the vehicle inspection station in Lot 10K will be implemented on Monday, November 19.  The second phase which will change the traffic flow entering and exiting this campus entrance will be implemented on Friday, November 23.  Both phases are described in detail below.  NIH Police Officers will direct traffic flow until the new pattern becomes familiar at this entrance.   We appreciate your patience while we transition to the new pattern.  A map with the new traffic pattern can be viewed at: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/graphics/centerdrentrance.gif 

Phase 1 - Beginning Monday, November 19

Parking lot 10K will be closed and the Visitors vehicle inspection station will be moved to south curbside area of Center Drive close to parking lot 10E and Convent Drive.  The west entrance of Cloisters Court will be closed.  The entrance to parking lot 60B and Buildings 60 and 61 will be from the east entrance to Cloisters Court. Parking will no longer be available along the south curb Center Drive between Cloisters Court and Convent Drive.    

Phase 2 - Beginning on or about Friday, November, 23

A new traffic pattern for cars entering and exiting Old Georgetown Road and Center Drive will be implemented. (Refer to the map at http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/graphics/centerdrentrance.gif)   

Lane 1 - the northernmost lane of Center Drive will be an EXIT ONLY lane 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Lane 2 - between Lane 1 and the north side of grassy median will become the ENTRY LANE FOR NIH EMPLOYEES displaying a valid parking permit and employee ID.  However, between the hours of 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. this lane reverts to EXIT ONLY.  Employees entering between 3 and 7 p.m. can use either Lane 3 or Lane 4.

Lane 3 - on the south side of the grassy median will be the ENTRY LANE FOR COMMERCIAL DELIVERY AND CONSTRUCTION VEHICLES 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Police Officers will direct commercial and construction vehicles to the designated inspection area along the Center Drive curb.

Lane 4 - the southernmost lane of Center Drive will be the ENTRY LANE FOR VISITORS 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  Police Officers will direct visitor vehicles to the new inspection area adjacent to the 10E parking lot. 

NIH employees can also use Lanes 3 and 4 as entry lanes between the hours of 3 and 7 p.m.

Parking will no longer be available along the north or south curbs of Center Drive between Cloisters Court and Convent Drive.    

This new pattern does not affect other campus entrances or parking lots. 

Employees and visitors are encouraged to use alternative transportation methods. Information can be found at: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/dps/cpb/etso.htm. Consider using Transhare which offers a $65 monthly subsidy or consider parking at the Mid Pike Plaza satellite lot and taking the shuttle to the campus.  

The new NIH Shuttle map and schedule including the new Campus Express Route is posted at: http://des.od.nih.gov/eWeb/nihshuttle/scripts/shuttle_map_live.asp
Building Access

Some pregnant women and individuals with pacemakers have expressed concerns about going through magnetometers.  NIH specialists in radiation safety have confirmed that the magnetometers are safe for both pregnant women and those with pacemakers. 

Other Important Information

Useful websites:

CIT has developed a new central web site containing information about all aspects of security at NIH including computer security - http://Security.nih.gov.

Security for NIH visitors and patients -  http://www.nih.gov/about/visitorsecurity.htm.  

Security for NIH visitors and patients - Spanish language version - http://www.nih.gov/about/spanvisit.htm
Trash receptacles have been moved at least 100 feet away from parking garages and building entrances.  Please be environmentally considerate and dispose of your trash in proper receptacles on campus, in your office or take it home. 

For non-emergency questions or comments, call the ORS Information Line: 594-6677.  A TTY phone line is available for hearing impaired individuals: 301-435-1908.

