NIH Security Advisory - Wednesday, April 24, 2002

In this advisory:

1.  Adjustments to security staffing levels. 

2.  Closing Old Georgetown Road and Center Drive entrance weeknights, weekends, holidays.

1. The NIH is working to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of security procedures. The NIH security goal is to provide the appropriate level of protection at a reasonable cost with the least imposition to NIH staff, patients, visitors and mission activities.

Over the next few weeks we will be adjusting staffing levels at many security check points.  These adjustments will not compromise security. They may cause some local inconvenience due to unanticipated congestion.  

ORS will monitor these adjustments carefully during the month of May with an eye toward balancing convenience with responsible use of resources, so subsequent changes may occur. We continue to welcome your feedback on security operations through the ORS information line at: orsinfo@mail.nih.gov or 594-6677.

2.  Beginning Friday, April 26 the Old Georgetown Road/Center Drive entrance will be closed week nights, weekends, and holidays.  Hours of operation will be: 

WEEKENDS - Closed to incoming traffic at 7 pm Friday evening.  Open for outbound traffic until 9 pm.  Closed to all incoming and outbound traffic from 9 pm Friday through 5 am Monday. 

WEEKNIGHTS (Monday through Friday) - Closed to incoming traffic at 7 pm.  Open for outbound traffic until 9 pm.  Closed to all  incoming and outbound traffic from 9 pm  through 5 am next weekday morning. 

HOLIDAYS - The hours of operation will vary depending on whether the holiday falls on a Monday or a weekday other than Monday.

For holidays falling on a Monday:  Closed to incoming traffic at 7 pm Friday evening prior to the Monday holiday.  Open for outbound traffic until 9 pm.  Closed to all incoming and outbound traffic from 9 pm Friday through 5 am Tuesday. 

For holidays falling on a weekday other than Monday: Closed to incoming traffic at 7 pm on the evening prior to the holiday.  Open for outbound traffic until 9 pm  on the evening prior to holiday. Closed to all traffic from 9 pm  the evening prior to the holiday through 5 am next regular workday.

See map for adjusted hours of operation:  http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/centerdrive.htm
During weeknight, weekend and holiday closures vehicles can enter the campus at the Rockville Pike and South Drive/Metro entrance which is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Alternatively, employees can enter and park in the Building 31 perimeter parking lots, accessible directly from Cedar Lane/Garden Dr., Rockville Pike/North Dr., or Rockville Pike/Wilson Drive. See map:   

http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/nihperimeterparking.htm
USEFUL WEBSITES AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Comprehensive NIH security information: http://security.nih.gov
ORS Information Line web site: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/index.htm#security
Security for NIH visitors and patients: http://www.nih.gov/about/visitorsecurity.htm
Security for NIH visitors and patients Spanish language version: http://www.nih.gov/about/spanvisit.htm
Non-emergency questions or comments:  ORS Information Line - 594-6677, TTY - 301-435-1908 or orsinfo@mail.nih.gov.  

Emergencies: voice and TTY - dial 911

Additional advisories will be published as information  becomes available or as changes are made.  Decisions about NIH Security are made in consultation with the NIH Director and HHS.

