NIH Security Advisory #36 – Wednesday, September 24, 2002

In this advisory:

1. Security Alert Level lowered to Yellow

2. IMF/WB protest alert

3. Campus traffic pattern adjusted for NIH Institute Relay Race

1. Security Alert Level lowered to Yellow - The NIH security alert level has been lowered from Orange to Yellow following the decision by the U.S. Attorney General and Office of Homeland Security to lower the national threat level. http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/09/20020924-4.html
NIH security procedures will revert to those in place prior to the September 10 elevation.  Under these procedures:

Campus Entry
NIH staff must display an NIH photo ID and parking permit when entering the campus.  Their vehicles will not be inspected at campus entrances.  

Visitors must provide a photo ID and have vehicles inspected at campus entrances.  

All vehicles will be inspected prior to parking in underground or attached garages. 

Building Entry

NIH staff must openly display an NIH photo ID.  Their bags will not be inspected.

Visitors must provide a photo ID and be prepared for inspections using x-ray, magnetometers, metal detectors or manual searches of personal items. 

Conferences and Special Events

NIH conferences and special events are governed and approved by the policy “Conditions for Access to and Use of NIH Facilities for Group Functions, Activities, and Special Events.”  Contact NIH Events Management at 496-9966 for assistance in planning special events. 

2. IMF/WB protest alert  - On Friday, September 27, protestors plan to demonstrate against the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank and  “shut down” Washington, DC.  This action will begin with the morning commute, including blocking major traffic arteries and attempts to disrupt the operation of the Metro subway system.  Washington Metropolitan Police are advising against commuting into the city on Friday.   NIH staff should monitor radio and TV news for the latest information and use extreme caution if commuting by public transportation or private vehicle through Washington, DC.     
3.  Campus traffic pattern adjusted for NIH Institute Relay Race - On Friday September 27, the R&W will sponsor the NIH Institute Relay Race.  The race will begin at 11:30 am in front of Building 1 and go on for approximately 1 hour.   During the race, campus traffic patterns will be rerouted as follows:
Center Drive (from South Drive to Memorial Drive):  One-way traffic will be permitted in the travel lane heading north towards Building 31.

Memorial Drive (from Center Drive to South Drive):  One-way traffic will be permitted in the travel lane heading south towards Building 9.

South Drive (from Memorial Drive to Center Drive):  One-Way traffic will be permitted in the travel lane heading east towards Metro.

Race participants, motorists and pedestrians are strongly encouraged to stay in their designated lanes.  For the safety of the race participants, vehicles will not be allowed access to traffic circles or exit from parking lots or loading dock near buildings along the course while the race is underway.  NIH Police and R&W volunteers will assist with traffic control during the race.  

See map for adjusted traffic pattern: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/relay/index.htm
USEFUL WEBSITES AND CONTACT INFORMATION:

Your central source for security information at NIH - http://Security.nih.gov 

Security for NIH visitors and patients - http://www.nih.gov/about/visitorsecurity.htm 

Security for NIH visitors and patients - Spanish language version - http://www.nih.gov/about/spanvisit.htm 

For non-emergency questions or comments: ORS Information Line - 594-6677 or orsinfo@mail.nih.gov; TTY - 301-435-1908.

For emergencies - dial 911; TTY - 496-0063.

Additional advisories will be published as information becomes available or as changes are made.  Decisions about NIH Security are made in consultation with the NIH Director and HHS.

