NIH Security Advisory #43  - Friday, February 7, 2003

The Department of Homeland Security has raised the national threat advisory level to the high/orange level (http://www.whitehouse.gov/homeland/).   NIH is raising its security response level as follows: 

Perimeter Security

All vehicles, including employee vehicles, will be inspected at the campus perimeter.  To expedite your entry onto campus, please remove all unnecessary packages/items from your vehicle. All drivers must show two forms of ID; one must be a photo ID.

All shuttle buses from off-campus facilities will undergo inspection at the campus perimeter, but will be allowed to enter and circulate on campus once inspected.

Building Security

Every on-campus building will have only one operational entrance (typically the “main” entrance) except for buildings 10, 31, 38, and 45, which will retain multiple operational entrance points.  A guard presence or active Andover access reader will monitor operational entrances at all times.  Employees are encouraged to be vigilant and report use of unauthorized entrance points to the NIH Police at 301-496-5685
At building entrances where guards are posted, employees and visitors must show two forms of ID; one must be a photo ID.  All employees and visitors should be prepared to have their personal belongins inspected and go through a metal detection inspection (wand, magnetometer, etc).

All visitors must be escorted to and from their destination within all buildings.  

The NIH Federal Credit Union in Building 31 will not be open on Saturdays during this elevated security level.

Similar, appropriate security adjustments will be made at off-campus facilities. 

Meetings and Special Events

Mission related activities are allowed during normal business hours but require special permission for groups of 50 or more.  Mission related activities during evenings and weekends for all groups require special permission.  All events that have been previously approved will need to be re-evaluated under the higher security level.  Contact NIH Special Events for guidance: 301-496-9966.  

R&W fitness centers, clubs, and other activities will operate during normal business hours and close at 6:00 pm.  After hours or weekend activities will be suspended during this higher security level.  Check with your R&W representative for details.   

NIH staff should be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the NIH Police or the ORS Information Line (see below).
USEFUL WEBSITES AND CONTACT INFORMATION:

Comprehensive NIH security information: http://security.nih.gov

ORS Information Line website: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/index.htm

Security for NIH visitors and patients:

http://www.nih.gov/about/visitorsecurity.htm

Security for NIH visitors and patients Spanish language version:

http://www.nih.gov/about/spanvisit.htm

Non-emergency questions or comments:  ORS Information Line - 594-6677, TTY

- 301-435-1908 or orsinfo@mail.nih.gov.

Emergencies: voice -  911; TTY - 496-0063.

