NIH SECURITY UPDATE

As a reminder, on February 7, 2003 the Department of Homeland Security raised the national threat level to Orange (High). An Orange Alert is declared when there is a high risk of terrorist attacks to government facilities. As a result, federal departments and agencies are implementing additional protective security measures (http://www.whitehouse.gov/homeland).

We recognize the additional requirements may be inconvenient. 

However, we are trying to ensure a safe working environment for everyone and we need to comply with the mandated security directives.

We appreciate the feedback we have received and are working diligently to respond to your questions and concerns. We are continuously monitoring our operations to ensure the most effective and efficient procedures during this period of heightened alert.

To clarify, at all NIH facilities, employees and visitors should be prepared to:

- display two forms of identification - one must be a photo ID

- have personal belongings screened

- pass metal detection tests

- have their vehicle inspected

These security measures will remain in effect until the current threat level is lowered.

USEFUL WEBSITES AND CONTACT INFORMATION:

Comprehensive NIH security information: http://security.nih.gov

ORS Information Line website: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/index.htm

Security for NIH visitors and patients:

http://www.nih.gov/about/visitorsecurity.htm

Security for NIH visitors and patients Spanish language version:

http://www.nih.gov/about/spanvisit.htm

Non-emergency questions or comments:  ORS Information Line - 594-6677, TTY - 301-435-1908 or orsinfo@mail.nih.gov.

Emergencies: voice -  911; TTY - 496-0063.
