NIH Security Update #5 - September 18, 2001
This is an update of NIH security measures as of Wednesday, September 18, 2001.  Additional advisories will be published as information becomes available or as changes are made.  Decisions about NIH Security are made in consultation with the NIH Director and HHS.
ORS has implemented the ORS Information Line to respond to NIH employees questions and concerns:  

E-mail: orsinfo@mail.nih.gov  

Telephone: 594-6677

Web site: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/
Perimeter Security/Campus Access
In addition to checking/inspecting vehicles of visitors, vendors and contractors as they enter the NIH perimeter, NIH Security staff will begin conducting random checks of NIH employees' vehicles even though they have an NIH parking permit.  At random security staff may stop you and ask you to show your NIH ID badge.  If you have a valid NIH parking permit and a valid NIH ID your car will not be inspected and you can enter.   If you cannot produce both, your car will be inspected.  This measure is to verify that people driving cars with NIH parking permits are NIH employees and are not using unauthorized parking permits.

Building Access
NIH buildings will continue to operate under the Amodified weekend@ access mode.  In this mode the doors to all buildings, except for Building 10, are locked and card key access is required to enter.  If you do not have a card key, you can enter with a colleague or call ahead and ask a colleague to let you in.  

Parking and Transportation

The underground garage at the Natcher Building 45 will remain closed due to security concerns.   Parking shortages on campus may be expected.   Some stacking of vehicles is planned in lot 41 to help alleviate the shortfall.  

During this time, NIH is encouraging employees to consider alternative transportation, such as carpooling, or taking public transportation (this would include participating in the NIH Transhare Program).   NIH also has capacity for approximately 600 bicycles with secure bicycle locks and racks.   For more information click on the NIH Employee Transportation Office website: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/dps/cpb/etso.htm  

For those who must drive, You can also park at the Mid-Pike Plaza commuter parking lot and take the shuttle to the NIH campus. There are signs designating the commuter parking area.  You must have an NIH parking permit displayed to use the commuter lot.   Regular shuttle connections are available beginning at 6:30 a.m. till 7:30 p.m.  For the Mid-Pike shuttle schedule, click on:  http://des1.od.nih.gov/nihshuttle/shuttle_frameset_live.asp?route='Yellow'.  

NIH Conference Facilities and Community Activities
The Natcher Conference Center and the Building 31 Conference Center will be open for NIH activities during normal business hours during the week.  Natcher and Building 31 conference facilities will close weekdays at 6 p.m. and be closed on weekends until further notice.

Building 10 auditoriums will remain open for regularly scheduled NIH activities weekdays during normal business hours and on weekday evenings. Building 10 Auditoriums will be closed on weekends until further notice. 

Some non-NIH campus activities may be canceled, such as those sponsored by the R&W, special interest clubs, etc.  Check with the event organizer for the status.

The NIH Federal Credit Union has posted a message about access to NIHFC campus branches: http://www.nihfcu.org/.

