Hurricane Isabel Global Email

In preparation for the impending effects of Hurricane Isabel, the NIH is taking steps to minimize the impact of the storm on our employees and facilities.  We will be activating the NIH Emergency Operations Command Center to monitor and manage NIH operations during the course of the storm.  Facility staff are currently securing all construction sites, clearing storm drains of debris and securing freestanding objects on rooftops and other areas.  We are coordinating efforts to ensure that employees are aware of procedures to take in the event we need to initiate an early dismissal or shelter-in-place.

 

Early Dismissal:

If an early dismissal is necessary, information will be provided to each Institute/Center (I/C) through a variety of communication methods including the ORS Information Line, global e-mail messages, website updates, telephone calls to appropriate management and emergency personnel.  The NIH emergency radio frequency (AM 1610) will be utilized to distribute information to the NIH staff as well.

In the event that several buildings or the entire campus must be evacuated, employees and visitors will be directed to leave the campus by the nearest exit.  NIH law enforcement, security, and other personnel will direct traffic and movement.  The roads around the center of campus will be restricted to emergency response vehicles as much as possible.  All roads will be used as exits with the exception of South Drive, which will allow two-way traffic to accommodate emergency response vehicles and allow access for employees with children at the Child Care Centers.  A map highlighting the campus evacuation routes is available at: http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/evacplan.htm 

NIH personnel in facilities outside the NIH Bethesda campus should follow the guidance of their local emergency management officials. 

Shelter-In-Place:

In the event of an emergency during the workday, you may be advised to seek shelter-in-place. For further information about shelter in place, visit http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/Shelterinplace5-21-03.doc
Food Service:

The NIH will maintain food service in the Building 10 ACRF cafeteria under any circumstances. This cafeteria will close at 11:00 p.m. Thursday, September 18 and will re-open for service at 7:00 a.m. Friday, September 19.

Government Operating Status:

Please visit the Office of Personnel Management website at http://www.opm.gov/status/index.asp for the federal government operating status in the Washington, DC area. 

Clinical Center Information:

When any event has or can significantly disrupt health care activities, the Clinical Center will initiate “Code Yellow” indicating the hospital has activated its emergency plan.  In response, hospital employees should: (1) Assure the safety of patients, family, visitors and coworkers, (2) Follow the directions of NIH emergency responders if your area is affected, and (3) Report to, or contact, your supervisor for instructions.

The updated Clinical Center Emergency Plan, based on the Hospital Emergency Incident Command System (HEICS) used nationwide is available at http://intranet.cc.nih.gov/od/emergencyplan/  . 

Because of the need to maintain essential services, employees who are working within the facility at the time of a government dismissal should not leave the facility until their supervisor has dismissed them.  If an emergency or hazardous situation directly affects your area, call 911 and pull the fire alarm box to alert others in your area.  Evacuate the area if harm is imminent or if instructed to do so by emergency responders or by instructions broadcast over the fire alarm evacuation system.

For occupants that are staying in the facility, we have options to consolidate care areas, relocate individuals to staging areas deemed safe from adverse weather and harmful agents, and provide safe food and water.  Information on these actions will be communicated to emergency team leaders. Additional information for the hospital will be communicated from the communication center in the CC Office of the Director, Bldg10/2C146 during a Code Yellow. The Hospital Communication Center can be reached on 301-496-4114. 

We are taking all the necessary steps to ensure that we are prepared to safely deal with the coming storm.  Please take a few minutes to evaluate your own level of preparedness both at work and at home.  There are several key web sites listed below that can assist you in your preparation.  If you have any questions, please contact the ORS Information Line at orsinfo@mail.nih.gov 

 
Useful websites:

http://www.nih.gov/od/ors/security/index.htm
http://www.opm.gov/emergency/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/library/prepandprev.shtm#floods
http://www.fema.gov/hazards/hurricanes/survivingthestorm.shtm
 

