NIH Security Advisory #8 - September 21 through September 24, 2001

This is an update of NIH security measures as of Friday, September 21,

2001 and continuing through the weekend.  Additional advisories will be

published as information becomes available or as changes are made.

Decisions about NIH Security are made in consultation with the NIH

Director and HHS.

Campus Access

No change in procedures for entering or exiting the campus.

Contractors and visitors can ride the NIH Shuttle but will go through

security checkpoints and screening before being allowed to enter any

building.

The Natcher parking garage will OPEN on Tuesday, September 25, 2001.

Natcher Garage parking will be available weekdays only; parking will not

be available on weekends or holidays.  Entrance gates will open at 5:00

a.m. and close at 6:00 p.m.  Garage entry gates close at 6:00 p.m. but the

garage can be accessed until 9 p.m. by using the card key controlled doors

at the main entrance of the Natcher Building and proceeding to the

appropriate garage level.

All vehicles entering the garage will be inspected and will need to

display a valid NIH parking permit.  The vehicle inspection area will be

located at the Natcher Building visitor parking plaza (metered parking

area) at the front of the Natcher Building.  The Natcher Building visitor

parking plaza will be closed to visitors while these security measures are

in place.

Disabled persons currently parking in the handicapped spaces located at

the visitor parking plaza may use the disabled parking spaces in the

Natcher Garage or in the long term Visitors Lot #45 located adjacent to

the right of the Natcher front entrance.

After being inspected, drivers will be issued a vehicle inspection pass

that will authorize parking inside the garage.  To accommodate employees,

Colonial Parking will have attendants in the garage to stack park

vehicles. You may leave the garage throughout the day, however, to

re-enter, you must again go through the vehicle inspection process.

Traffic signs will be posted directing vehicles to the inspection area.

Vehicles attempting to park without first going through the inspection

process will be denied entrance into the garage. To expedite the

inspection process, employees should have their valid NIH Identification

Card with them and also display a valid NIH parking permit.

Pedestrians attempting to enter  the garage will also be required to show

identification.

Building Access

Non-NIH employees who are members of the Fitness Center or Credit Union

will be allow access to Building 31 by showing their membership cards.

The Building 31A entrance will be open (with a security guard) on

Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. for CU members.

NIH employees who have card keys or building and room keys should carry

them and use them.  Please refrain from calling the NIH Police to get

entry into offices or labs.  Employees who need keys should ask their AOs

to assist them in obtaining keys from the NIH Locksmith service.

Most NIH employees have been extremely cooperative and patient as we try

to increase security and manage the associated inconvenience.  However

there are some who continue to try and "beat the system."  We urge all

employees to take security seriously and not expose fellow NIH workers and

visitors to risk.  All employees should continue to wear and openly

display their photo IDs at all times.  Do not prop doors open; do not

disable the locks on automatic doors; do not swap IDs; do not loan IDs or

parking passes.  Contact the NIH Police (496-5685) if you suspect

unauthorized or inappropriate use of IDs, parking or building passes.

Misuse of these cards/passes is a violation of Section 499 and 701, Title

18., U.S. Code (as printed on the back of your NIH ID).

Conference Facilities and Activities

No change in conference room schedules and accessibility.  A Conference

Security Task Team  has been formed and is developing guidelines and

recommendations for reopening and managing conference facilities under

enhanced security levels.

Other Important Information

Fire Evacuation Drills typically scheduled at this time of year will begin

on Monday September 24th and continue through October. These drills are

conducted twice each year to assist the occupants to recognize the sound

of the fire alarm system, quickly identify emergency exits, and to allow

each building's Occupant Emergency Evacuation Team to practice. Each

building on the Bethesda Campus, in Montgomery County and in Baltimore

will be drilled.  If you have any questions about fire evacuation drills,

contact the ORS Emergency Management Branch, Division of Public Safety -

301-496-1985.

