
NIH Child Care Board Meeting Minutes 
May 26, 2016 

Building 45, Room D 
 

Members in Attendance: Andrew Bremer, Deborah Coelho, Theresa Cruz, Chao Jiang, Sybil Philip, 
Reaya Reuss, Suzanne Ryan, Sheri Schully, Sarah Williams, Christine Moretto Wishnoff, Richard 
Wyatt, Heather Rogers, Eva Chen, Ivan Locke, Mary Ellen Savarese  
 
Center Liaisons Attending: ChildKind: Jaydah Wilson POPI: Jacco de Zwart, Christina Segura, 
Jennifer Rooms  
 
Guests: Susan Cook, DATS, Chris Gaines, DATS, Jane Jacobs, NCI, Kristie Hill, NCI, Kate 
Winseck, OD, Olivia Kent, NIA, Alicia Ross, NLM, Sumaya Berg, NIAID 
 
Presenters:  Bonnie Hamalainen 
 
Members Absent: Erin Williams, Eric Cole  

 
I.           Welcome and Introduction of Board Members and Attendees - 

Chair Schully called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone, especially guests 
who were in attendance in the interest of applying for Board vacancies.  

 
II. Approval of Minutes from April 2016 – Vice-chair Reuss asked for approval of the 

minutes from the April meeting. With the note that the Benchmark Power Point slides 
will be added to the archived copy, a motion was made, seconded and approved. 
 

III. Updates: 
• Membership Committee   

Ms. Sybil Philip reported that eight applications had been received for the two 
Board vacancies. The committee plans to meet in early June for interviews. Board 
approval should occur in mid-July so that appointment of new members is 
approved by the September meeting. 
 

• Northwest Child Care Center  
Mary Ellen Savarese reported that construction was moving at a good pace, in 
spite of the four weeks of April rain. A full presentation will be planned for 
September. In the meantime Tonya Lee will be working with Board members to 
refine the center program of requirements (operating hours, etc.). The planned date 
for occupancy is May 2017.  
 

• Dates for the 2016-2017 Board Year 
The list of dates for the 2016-2017 Board Year was reviewed and approved- with a 
minor change to avoid Earth Day in 2017. Ms. Lee will send Outlook requests. 
 

• Awards and Recognitions  
Mary Ellen Savarese presented the very coveted Annual Gold Star Awards to eight 
Board members who had achieved perfect attendance in the 2015-2016 term.      



She also recognized and thanked two members whose terms were ending with the 
May 2016 meeting: Dr. Sheri Schully and Ms. Sybil Philips. 
Dr. Schully and Ms. Philips talked about their experiences and successes on the 
Board and were heartily thanked by all attendees. 
 

IV. Benchmark Study 
Dr. Schully asked members to review the Executive Summary of the Benchmark 
Study, which had been sent previously. The final report will be sent to members over 
the summer. The study did not reveal any major new ideas, however, it can serve as a 
baseline for efforts for the future. There are several issues that will need follow-up by 
Board committees next year, specifically child care subsidy funding and community 
based child care. In addition, the Board will need to discuss how these findings are 
shared with the larger NIH community. 
 
Aging and Adult Dependent Care Committee  
Ms. Eva Chen and Ms. Jane Jacobs reported on the work the committee has 
accomplished this year concerning the three (3) recommendations the Board presented 
in the 2014-2015 Annual Report.   

 
Recommendation #1-Identify in ORS a dedicated resource independent of the 
child care programs to provide focused attention on aging, adult dependent and 
elder care programs. 
Recommendation #2- Establish an ongoing trans-NIH Aging and 
Dependent/Elder Care Committee, independent of the Child Care Board. 
Recommendation #3- Expand existing aging, adult and elder care resources to 
meet needs identified by the NIH community. 

 
Many services have been identified (EAP, Listserv, Legal and Financial Services, 
Webinars) and the committee will continue work in the fall to develop the framework 
for an independent committee. Ms. Chen reported that the new elder list serve was 
launched May 11 and there are currently 295 subscribers. 
 
Members will participate in an Elder/Adult Dependent Care Fair on June 22 to 
promote services and identify unmet needs. 
 

V. Strategic Planning Committee 
Sarah Williams updated the Board on committee activities and described the process 
they used to develop ideas for a “brand design” for the Child and Family Services 
programs. Bonnie Hamalainen presented two concepts that had been favored by the 
committee and discussed the color, design and feel of each. The Board had a lively 
discussion of both concepts and supported the use of “real NIH employees” in the 
posters for our services, however, there were some concerns raised about privacy, 
authenticity, diversity, timelines and cost of acquiring “real” pictures. The committee 
will continue to work with Medical Arts to explore use of employee pictures vs. stock 
pictures, and will blend the use of Concept A and B, dependent on the specific service 
being showcased. 
 

 
 



VI. Annual Report 20105-2016 
Dr. Schully asked the Board to review the annual report table of contents sent prior to 
the meeting and requested comments and feedback on the content and format. She 
requested that all committee chairs send committee reports for inclusion in the Annual 
Report by June 20. Several members, Christie Wishnoff, Reaya Reuss, Drew Bremer,  
will assist with editing the report.  The letter from the Board Chair will include an 
appreciation for the NWCCC construction progress and invite Dr. Collins to the 
ribbon cutting next year. It will also include a request to present the findings of the 
Benchmark to Dr. Collins and Dr. Gottesman so that they may share this information 
with Institute Directors and other leadership. Dr. Schully asked the Board to review 
and approve the recommendations. The approved recommendations are attached. 
 

VII. Review 2016-2017 Work Plan 
Ms. Reuss led the discussion of the proposed Work Plan for 2016-2017. It was agreed 
that many of the plans for the year are intertwined with the efforts of the Strategic 
Marketing and Outreach Committee, which will remain an important effort for the 
Board. There was agreement to coordinate the Waiting List committee efforts with the 
opening of the NWCCC as it will have a significant impact on NIH employees. The 
revised Draft Work Plan is attached and will be on the agenda for the September 2016 
Board meeting for final discussion and approval.  
 

VIII. Announcements and Adjourn  
• Christopher Gaines announced Take a Hike Day June 2 and Safety Health and 

Wellness Day June 22. He also informed the Board of the new “Step it Up” 
Campaign to encourage us to take the stairs. 

• Ms. Savarese recognized the Directors of the campus child care centers who had 
been incredibly patient and resourceful as facility issues impacted both ChildKind 
and POPI in April and May. Their commitment to safety and serving the NIH 
families is appreciated by all. 

• Mary Ellen Savarese announced that she will retire from her position at NIH 
effective July 28, 2016.  Then, Mary Ellen announced the “Taking of the Annual 
Picture of the Board”. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00. 
The next Board meeting will be September 22, 2016 
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